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ransom. In return, Edward gave up all claim to the throne
of France and to the Plantagenet dominions of Normandy,
Maine, and Anjou. In a word, he gave up the shadow and
grasped the substance. (Note 28.)
4. THE FIRST PERIOD OF DECLINE
The Treaty of Brctigny (1360) marks the crest of the first
wave of English success in France. The results may be Results of
summed up shortly under three heads. First, the acquisi- the war
tion of Aquitainc in full sovereignty, that is to say, free
from all claims of overlordship on the part of the French
Crown. Secondly, the establishment of a close connection
between England and the Flemish cities, which is marked
by: (ci) the appearance of England as a sea power, wielding
a supremacy of the sea, at any rate on the Channel; (b) by
the growth of a busy trade in wool and woollen goods;
and (c) by the holding of Calais as a door through which
help miglit be given the Flemings, or attacks made on
France. Thirdly, the perfecting of a new method of fighting,
in which the old feudal chivalry became of little use when
opposed to a combination of archers and infantry. It is
well to bear in mind that these results were of solid value.
Edward Ill's reign is sometimes described as being one of Gains of
barren glory rather than of substantial gains: that is true inwar
in a sense only. Substantial gains were made: the fostering
of the wool trade and a control of the chief markets for
wool, the capturing of the wine trade of Gascony, the
supremacy in the Narrow Seas, the invention of a system
of invincible tactics, were all substantial additions to Eng-
land's power. As a nation she stood far higher in 1360 than
in 1327. But the gains did not prove permanent, and so
the glory became barren. Edward's war policy had definite
enough aims, and for the time attained them; it is only
condemned by its failure to hold what it had won* (Note 29,)
A period of decline followed.   The barons of Aquitaine